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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fall is upon us and we are enjoying the cooler temperatures! So much changes 
with the onset of a new season, our farm workload changes and many summer 
jobs are put to rest and new tasks are picked up to prepare for the coming winter 

season. September is always an exciting month for the North Central Highland Cattle 
Association. Our annual show, held in Austin Minnesota on Saturday, September 
16, 2023 has come and gone. As the Show Manager, in addition to serving as your 
association president, this is a super busy time! We, as an  , were honored to host 31 
farms and 76 animals at the show. While I know not everyone who owns Highlands shows 
or is interested in it, it has been a great blessing to our farm to network and get to know 
other breeders. The exchange of ideas, constructively critical eye and camaraderie that 
we have experienced from fellow breeders has allowed our fold to grow and improve 
over the years. For this we are thankful! The show, judged by Vicky Wilmes and Colby 
Lind ran smoothly, exhibiting some of the finest Highland Cattle in the country.
Following the show, we enjoyed an evening of food, catered by Ody’s meats, Shelly 
Stanke Pies & Let’s Toast mobile bar. It was my pleasure to award banners and trophies 
to many farms & families who have poured their time and energy into the preservation 
and growth of the Highland breed. I would like to recognize the thousands of volunteer 
hours put into the show by an innumerable number of association volunteers, the 
sponsorship of dozens of farms and the support of the NCHCA board. There is no way 
this show could be well run without the efforts of each of you. I cannot thank you enough 
for your help and guidance. You are highly valued and appreciated.

Finally, show committee announced the retirement of the Bob Duell Herdsmanship 
Trophy which was gifted to our association in 1997. It is completely filled with many 
wonderful farms who have enjoyed it over the years. Our plan is to gift it back to 
Mr. Duell’s family. If you know Mr. Duell’s family and could help us locate them 
to return the trophy with our thanks, it would be much appreciated. Our plan 
going forward will be to purchase a new herdsmanship trophy to Posthumosly 
honor Roger Weideman and David Larson in recognition of their dedication and 
contribution to the improvement of the Highland Breed. The trophy is anticipated 
to be unveiled at the Annual Meeting in February.  

We look forward to seeing everyone at our annual meeting at the Diamond Jo Casino 
in Northwood Iowa in February. The committee is hard at work making arrangements. I 
know it will be a beneficial time of learning and connection. Wishing you all a wonderful 
harvest season & looking forward to serving you in the coming year.                 

Melinda Cowell President

Melinda and her husband Shawn own Beyond Hope Farm in Ellendale, 
MN. Where Melinda is a farm, home, kid and dog manager, and 
educator. 



THE JUNIORS

The North Central juniors had a ton of fun at this year’s North Central regional show. On 
Friday we had a Tie-Dye activity, the junior chili feed which raises money for the junior 
program and ended the night with showmanship practice in the show ring. 

The Junior Show on Saturday went extremely well and all participants had a wonderful 
time. After the show, we had our annual junior meeting where we voted on our new 
committee members. The new junior committee is as follows. 

President – Lauren Cowell, 
Vice President – Olivia Moore, 
Treasurer/Secretary - Clarisa Palmer, 
Reporter – Autumn Schaar. 

Congratulations to all new committee members. We are hoping for a fun and productive 
year ahead. At the award banquet the 2023 Junior of the Year Award was given out. This 
award is given to one deserving junior annually. The juniors can be nominated by any 
adult and must provide letters of recommendation. Their nomination letter must be about 
their accomplishments in the highland breed, school, church, and other extracurricular 
activities. 

This year’s junior of the year is Olivia Moore. She was an amazing candidate for this 
award, and we all congratulate her for her many academic accomplishments as well as 
her hard work in the highland breed. Thank you to everyone who donated not just their 
time but also their money to support the Junior program. We could not do it without your 
support and generosity.



Maureen Matt

J
essica and her husband Steve own and operate Nordic Pines Farm in northern 
Wisconsin. They fell in love with highlands back when they first met. One of their 
first dates was to the farmers market in Rochester,MN. They purchased highland 

beef from a farmer and fell in love with the beef. It has always been a dream to have a 
farm and to raise highlands for beef since then. 

During covid they had an opportunity to purchase an 80 acre farm in northern 
Wisconsin. They purchased the farm site unseen and moved with their three children. 

They purchased their first registered cows a couple months after moving in and have 
been living what they dreamt about years ago. They joined NCHCA at that time and 
have been soaking in all the information and advice they can from longtime breeders 
with the goal of raising high quality animals for beef along with high quality breeding 
stock. 

“We are excited to be raising cattle that we are proud of, and for our children to get 
involved as well. It has been such a joy watching their joy and excitement unfold with 
the cattle. We’re so thankful to the NCHCA for their guidance and support and for the 
genuine friendships we’ve made along the way.” 

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 



https://www.climbingstumpfarm.com



